Surname     

Name:
Course:
Professor:
Date:
How Texas Political Culture Affects Regulatory Policy
Political culture refers to a system of shared beliefs, values, and habits concerning politics and the government. A country or state can have more than one culture, but usually, one dominates the rest, and its habits, beliefs, and values affect all members of the society. Texas' dominant political cultures are traditionalistic and individualistic. The former emphasizes deference to elite rule within a hierarchical society while the latter celebrates individual achievement. The two dominant Texas cultures significantly affect policies of the state, particularly the regulatory policy. The essay discusses how Texas’ political cultures affect regulatory policy.
The traditionalistic political culture in Texas has a significant effect on the regulatory policy. It discourages government activity unless the government reinforces the strength of the dominant groups in society. This is manifested in the right-to-work law, which reflects the Texas government’s stand on being pro-business. The law is against collective bargaining between unions and workers by prohibiting employees from paying agency fees to the unions (Maxwell, Crain and Santos 16). The law significantly weakens labor unions and gives power to the companies who have the right to hire or fire the employees whenever they wish.
On the other hand, the individualistic political culture of the state of Texas is seen in the state’s decision not to make it mandatory for employers to have compensation insurance. Texans allow government intervention only to the extent that it allows for individual achievement. Employees are not under the protection of the employers and are on their own in case an injury or an accident happens (Maxwell, Crain, and Santos 17). However, the state allows the employees to individually sue the company for compensation. This is an example of the state’s decision to be pro-business.
To sum up, it is evident from the essay that there are different political cultures that a state can uphold. A state can also have more than one political culture that governs its operations. Texas is one of those states that have more than one political culture, and the culture is based on the history of the state. Individualistic and traditionalistic political cultures are dominant in the state of Texas, and are reflected in the government’s pro-business approach. Individualistic political culture only allows government intervention only to the extent that it allows for individual achievement while the traditionalistic culture discourages government activity unless the government reinforces the strength of the dominant groups in the society like businesses and companies.
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